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point of definite u rban iza t ion , fitting into the 
p a t t e r n the pr iva te and company l ibraries , the 
t o w n and par ish l ibraries , the social l ibraries , 
and the desire fo r publicly sponsored educa-
t ional facilit ies. 
T h e contents of the l ibrar ies of the t ime 
are not deal t w i th to any g rea t extent , bu t 
shor t tables offer compara t ive bases for not ing 
the percent i le divisions of the small collec-
tions into the var ious book categories . A con-
siderat ion is also m a d e of the ear ly develop-
ment of a f o r m of special l ibrary among the 
social l ibrar ies which a t t empted to ca te r to the 
pa r t i cu l a r interests of its clientele. T h e aver -
sion to fiction in the above ment ioned collec-
tions also led to the ear ly inst i tut ion of the 
c i rcula t ing l ibrary . 
T h e a u t h o r then t races the development of 
the public l ib ra ry t h rough the steps t o w a r d m u -
nicipal control , significance of the Boston P u b -
lic L ib ra ry , the beginnings of s t a te legislation 
to the causal f ac to r s in public l ib ra ry develop-
ment . In this last , the effects of economic 
ability, desire of scholarship, historical re-
search, and the u rge f o r conservat ion, w o r k 
wi th the feel ing of local pr ide and the increas-
ingly fe l t need fo r universa l public education, 
the Lyceum movement and vocat ional needs, 
to the end of se t t ing up the first public li-
brar ies . 
P r o f e s s o r Shera proves his thesis of the 
l ib rary as a social agency whose funct ions are 
only definitely known w h e n the goals of so-
ciety a re cer ta in . W i t h its excellent index, 
selective bibliography, documents , plates, and 
char t s this w o r k is a w o r t h y cont r ibut ion to 
the Univers i ty of Chicago Studies in L i b r a r y 
Science, and one which w e can hope wil l lead 
to an extended his tor ical s tudy of l ib ra ry de-
velopment in conjunct ion wi th the count ry ' s 
expans ion .—Haro ld L. Roth, Brooklyn Public 
Library. 
Business Information 
Sources of Business Information. By E d w i n 
T . C o m a n , J r . N e w Y o r k , P r e n t i c e - H a l l , 
Inc., 1949, ix, 4o6p. $6.00; to schools, 
$ 4 - 5 0 . 
M a n y ef for ts have been m a d e to solve the 
bibliographic problem of o rganiz ing and l ist-
ing sources of business in fo rmat ion , bu t this 
is the first a t t e m p t to offer a critical, r unn ing 
commenta ry on the whole range of business 
l i t e ra tu re . I t is a courageous under t ak ing . 
As a handbook it should be very use fu l to s tu -
dents in schools of business, and, in some 
ways, to businessmen. I t is cer ta inly aimed a t 
both groups . W h e t h e r this double-bar re l led 
firing will exactly hi t e i ther g roup 15 a ques-
tion tha t C o m a n a t some t ime m u s t have 
asked himself . T h e field of business i n fo r -
mat ion is large, the sources var ied and occa-
sionally obscure, and the bibliographic con-
t ro l inadequate . Special l ib ra r i ans a re acutely 
conscious of these fac t s and spend many 
hours , and collectively a g r e a t deal of money 
to organize their resources to fit the par t i cu-
l a r business they serve. T h e y know, too, t ha t 
piling up references , or o therwise emba r r a s s -
ing the i r employers w i th the wea l t h of l i t-
e r a t u r e ingeniously discovered is seldom ap-
preciated. T w o of the requ i rements they 
have found a re t h a t the in fo rmat ion supplied 
m u s t exactly fit the pa r t i cu l a r need, and t h a t 
it m u s t be the la tes t . 
T o organize all business i n fo rma t ion fo r 
convenient use is a hopeless task. E i t he r the 
coverage is broad, perhaps basic in some a reas 
and superficial in others , or it is n a r r o w and 
a lways sh i f t ing in t ime and boundary . M o s t 
bibliographies of business l i t e r a tu r e a re 
mere ly h a n d f u l s of the swir l ing sands of fac t 
and opinion. N e w fac ts or o the r theories * 
m a k e them vanish in the deser t of the super-
seded. 
C o m a n has chosen the b road coverage. In 
l imit ing his choice of ma te r i a l s to the basic, he 
has avoided the criticism of incompleteness in 
the a reas he covers. H e has handled these 
competent ly by c a r e f u l selection and brief , 
cri t ical and descriptive comment . On ly one 
w h o has s t ruggled wi th organiz ing fo r use 
the vast and sometimes exaspera t ing types of 
business ma te r i a l s can appreciate the e x t r a o r -
d inary task he under took . T h e r e a re some 
impor t an t areas , however , and types of in-
f o r m a t i o n a l sources he has neglected. F o r 
example, the geographic f ac to r is only 
slightly touched upon in the section on f o r -
eign t rade , a l though it is as impor t an t fo r 
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domest ic as it is fo r foreign business. C o r -
pora t ion ma te r i a l s a re slighted in both the 
section on financial i n fo rmat ion and tha t on 
accounting. T h e Securit ies and Exchange 
Commiss ion 's use fu l publications also a re not 
ment ioned. A n o t h e r neglected source, used 
extensively in business, is supplementary con-
tacts, which call fo r the citation of such aids 
as Who Knows—and What, and f o r statistics, 
the U . S. Budget B u r e a u ' s Federal Statistical 
Directory. In the section on adver t is ing the 
directories of adver t i sers and agencies a re not 
mentioned, though quite usefu l . 
In spite of the care wi th which the biblio-
graphic in fo rmat ion w a s compiled, the re a r e 
some e r r o r s which a re ha rd to unders t and . 
Public Affairs Information Service bul let ins 
are repor ted as appear ing monthly instead of 
weekly, and the D u n and B r a d s t r e e t is listed 
as an annual . Surpr is ing omissions a re Nys -
t rom ' s Marketing Handbook, Lasse r ' s Hand-
book of Cost Accounting Methods, the more 
than locally use fu l Directory of Directors 
for the City of New York, Pe te r son ' s Hand-
book of Labor Unions, the N a t i o n a l Associa-
tion of Rea l E s t a t e Boards ' surveys, local rea l 
es ta te atlases, and tha t handbook use fu l f o r 
policy analysis, the Flitcraft Compend. A 
w o r k of such propor t ions as this book mus t 
have been long in prepara t ion , and fo r tha t 
reason the ci tat ion of ear l ier editions w h e r e 
l a t e r ones have been published mus t be due 
to the ex t reme difficulty of being sure t ha t all 
entr ies are up to da te w h e n the book goes to 
press. Ins tances of this sor t a re the N a t i o n a l 
Research Counci l ' s Handbook 1942 edition 
cited instead of the 1948, Who's Who in Com-
merce and Industry is noted in the 5th r a t h e r 
than the 6th edi t ion; the L e a g u e of Na t ions , 
Geneva , is given as publisher of the Monthly 
Bulletin of Statistics, instead of the present 
agency, the Un i t ed N a t i o n s ; the 1940 instead 
of the 1945 Census of Agr i cu l t u r e is noted on 
page 275 ; Aspley's Handbook of Industrial 
Relations is cited in both the 1943 and 1944 
editions but not in the 3rd, 1948, edition. If 
the t e rmina l da te of compilat ion w e r e men-
tioned in the preface, as it is not, the publica-
tion da te of 1949 wou ld not be so deceptive. 
N o t as a m a t t e r of edition but of br inging the 
coverage to date, some reference should have 
been made to sampling, in spite of recent dis-
credi t of polling, since the technique will con-
t inue to be used in many areas of business. 
I t is not clear f r o m the n a t u r e of selections 
w h a t audience the book is to r each : f o r the 
businessman w i t h o u t f o r m a l business educat ion 
the sources seem p ro fuse and the reading at 
t imes discouragingly difficult ; fo r the business-
man professional ly educated many of the books 
may seem too e lementary and the re ference to 
sources too vague. T h e r e is, however , a core 
of u se fu l re ference books f o r ei ther man , and, 
if one or the o ther is not bewildered by the 
too generous offering, he wil l use and appre-
ciate t ha t p a r t of the book. P e r h a p s t w o 
volumes would have been more convenient— 
one containing recommended reading f o r the 
mythical " a v e r a g e " businessman, and the 
o ther being a guide to business re fe rence ma-
ter ia l . School of business s tudents wi l l ap-
preciate this combinat ion of basic reading and 
reference mater ia l . O n the whole the book 
represents a good step f o r w a r d in t rying to 
help the unini t ia ted to mas te r the var ious 
sources of business i n f o r m a t i o n . — W alter 
Hausdorfer, Temple University Libraries. 
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